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Group photo of accompanying
teachers
(Back row from left: Mr. Ma Sze

Chun, Front row from right: Ms.
Wong Wing Sze, Back row from
right: Ms. Wong Lai Man) and
students at St. Stephen's Cathedral

The Sound of History

In Austria, history doesn't hide. Its echoes are ubiquitous,
breathing life into the land, resonating across folks, and
flowing through its veins. The rhapsody of history has
been rendered ineffably on this vast land for centuries. This
enchanting melody of life served as the inspiration for a
7-day joint Music and History study tour, which took place
during last summer holiday.

“The best part of the trip was Schénbrunn, a royal palace
in Vienna," explained Adrian Cheung, a student participant.
A UNESCO World Heritage site and a
masterpiece of Baroque architecture,
the palace comprises over 1,400 rooms,
showing the robust prowess of the
Austrian Empire. Amidst the glitz and
glamour, Adrian noted that the visit
shows how strong and glorious the
empire was. Without this visit, he would
never have known how great the empire
was. By engaging directly with heritage
sites, students fortified their academic
knowledge with vivid, lasting impressions.

On the other hand, History teacher Ms.
Wong emphasized that study tours
manifest experiential learning. By
stepping out of their comfort zones,
students engage with the world in a
way textbooks cannot replicate. She

= A.Study_Trip-to.Austria.

believes this unique experience leaves a lasting impact and
broadens students’ horizons by letting them see a bigger
picture of global heritage.

Indeed, Austria has always occupied a spectacular position
as the gateway between Eastern, Southern, and Western
Europe. This geographic luck has gifted the nation a
peerless cultural depth. History teacher Mr. Ma mentioned
that one of the main reasons for co-organizing a trip with
the Music panel is Austria’s copious music background.

Students and.teachers exploring.the historic
Getreidegasse in Salzburg, Austria



A group photo of students and accompanying teachers at;the airport before departure

With numerous legendary musicians like Beethoven—a
renowned German composer and pianist in the history of
Western music—Austria is an ideal destination to maximize
learning for both disciplines. He shared an experience where
students had the opportunity to participate in a workshop
conducted by experts. To his surprise, History students
were highly engaged and demonstrated impressive singing
abilities. Therefore, he believes that this can enhance the
interdisciplinary exposure of everyone involved.

‘I have gained a deeper understanding of the weight of
that era, and the stress of the people living back then,” said

Vanessa Wu, one of the student participants. To understand
the "weight" of the past, the group descended into ancient
salt mines, riding mine trains to experience the lifestyle of
workers from 500 or 1,000 years ago. Students learned how
to interact with diverse individuals, and the experience also
served as a means to cultivate their adaptability.

In conclusion, the tour achieved more than just academic
enrichment. It fostered a newfound enthusiasm for learning,
challenged students to appreciate diverse perspectives, and
strengthened the bonds of friendship among classmates.

Teachers and students capturing a moment at Hallstatt,
a UNESCO World Heritage site
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Students/discussingiways;to.construct
their,quadruped|robots

In March, our school successfully organized the annual
STEAM Week. The school buzzed with excitement as
students explored the world of science and technology
through various experiments and visiting exhibitions.

During the week, a variety of workshops and competitions
were held to showcase the beauty of innovation. Form 2
students took part in a workshop on building hovercrafts.
Divided into groups, they utilized Micro:bit technology
to control their creations. Each team was required to
demonstrate their final product in a competitive race. “It
was eye-opening. Although we didn't win the contest, the
process itself was rewarding,” said Clara Chen, a Form 2
student. “Our hovercraft didn't work at first; we panicked and
were frustrated. However, after checking every part of it and
seeking help from teachers, it finally worked. | still remember
the touching moment of triumph. Through this experience,
most students sharpened their problem-solving skills and
fostered innovative thinking.

Beyond the workshop, Form 3 students participated in
an inter-class quiz competition. “The atmosphere was
incredibly fierce. Everyone was striving to answer the
questions correctly, recalled Yuki lu, a Form 3 student. In the
competition, class representatives were selected randomly
to to go on the stage and tackle complex questions related
to Biology, Chemistry and Physics. This challenged their
academic knowledge and significantly broadened their
scientific horizons.

Among all the extraordinary activities, a major highlight was
the drone show. Students were deeply engaged in a game
where they controlled the drones to pop balloons. Once
they understood how to manage the basic movements of
the drones, the show started. The lights in the room were
turned off, leaving only the lights attached to the drones.

Studentsienjoyingthe hovercraft
competition



Students payingclose attention|to
theirdrones

"Those lights were colorful and looked beautiful in the dark!
The music played during the show made the atmosphere
even better!” students said with excitement. From this
experience, students learned that every challenge is just
another step toward success.

The students were not the only ones in their journey
of discovery. ‘I learned how quickly students can grasp
complex concepts when they are turned into fun, hands-
on competitions,” noted Mr. Wong Ka Wai, the teacher in-
charge. He expressed immense joy in seeing students fully
engage whilst applying their own knowledge to practical
challenges. Whether it was Form 1 students programming
quadruped robots, Form 2 students building hovercrafts,
or Form 3 students coding drone flight paths, to him, the
energy and teamwork displayed were truly inspiring.

STEAM Week is not just a one-off event, it perfectly bridges
classroom learning with practical application. Mr. Wong saw
the way students used coding skills from computer classes in
the drone and robot competitions, applied physics principles
like reaction force and aerodynamics in hovercrafts, and
explored scientific theory through the Science Theater. The
activities illustrated how subjects like Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics are interconnected and
essential for solving real-world problems.

Besides figuring out the foreseen problems students may
run into, like issues when assembling projects or incorrect
calculations, Mr. Wong was impressed by the students'
persistence even under unexpected circumstances.
According to Mr. Wong, the Week was not without its
hurdles; students faced minor coding bugs, occasional
equipment calibration issues, and tight competition
schedules, mirroring the unpredictable challenges of real
life.

Amongst all the things he had seen, Mr. Wong found that
one of the most memorable parts was watching students’
faces light up with pride when their projects finally
succeeded after rounds of trial and error. Another being
seeing the students actively participate in footprint analysis
during the Science Theater — The interactive CSI session in
particular. “These moments of achievement and discovery
capture the true spirit of STEAM education,”he remarked.

To conclude, the joy of creation and problem-solving
was evident throughout STEAM Week, shown through
everyone’s willingness to join in and their engagement. By
putting their knowledge into practice, students not only
gained invaluable technical experience but also formed
unforgettable memories of triumph and teamwork.

Anlexcitingidemonstration/duringithe
Sciencejlheater
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